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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDREW STARK 


Dressing Well Means 
Dressing for Yourself 


I was born on December 14, 1982, at a hospital in New Orleans. My 
father was not present at my birth. Nor was the doctor, who broke for 
lunch despite my mother’s appeals that her baby was forthcoming. The 
nurse had to deliver me. But that’s not the point: Being born on that day, 
at that time, makes me a Sagittarius with an Aquarius sun and a Sagit- 
tarius moon. Without getting too far into the alchemistic weeds, what 
this basically means is: On the outside, I’m a closed book; but on the 
inside, I’m more like a comic book. 

Lately, my innate goofiness has started to manifest itself in the way I 
dress. This sounds shallow, superficial, and perhaps stupid. But it’s true. 
And here’s why: Since college, I’ve passed from serious relationship to 
serious relationship, some spanning years, typically dressing the way my 
partners have wanted me to dress, however unconsciously. I’ve never 
really been on my own (by this I mean without a partner or prospective 
partner—someone I’m courting or whatever), but lately I’ve found my- 
self dressing how I used to dress, watching all my old favorite movies, 
and listening to old Interpol and Blur and Brian Jonestown Massacre. 


This has happened gradually, unconsciously, and like the changing sea- 
son, it was all of a sudden upon me. 

For whatever reason, I’ve started paying attention to actor Jonah Hill, 
and his “dressing for bliss.” He surfs all the time, and has begun dress- 
ing in very fun, breezy clothing—bright colors, loud patterns. He’s lost 
a considerable amount of weight. I don’t know much about his personal 
life, nor do I care to. But his lifestyle shift has all the trappings of a seri- 
ous breakup. Turns out, he’s a Sagittarius too. 

The way I dress is not an affect, and I am not dressing for bliss (a 
means to an end). But I am dressing with intent. I’m reverting, perhaps, 
but in a positive—Jungian—way; I was a carefree skater kid in middle 
school, before romance and people-pleasing were part of my life. I’m 
dressing for myself, again. 

I respect people in suits, the razor-sharp tailoring and fine lines. But 
it’s not for me—I’m just being honest with myself. And, in my quest to 
rekindle my self-relationship, I'm putting honesty first. Finally. I 
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Butterfly W 


How did you prepare for Y2K? Did you 
know someone who could take “What if’s?” 
exponentially higher than a moon shot? Have 
you ever even seen a 50-lb sack of oatmeal? 
Did the deliveryman (no Amazon Prime, yet) 
trundle cases of ammo to your door on a week- 
ly basis? 

“What’ll happen when everything goes 
down?” was a consuming topic, and the apex 
of angst was always, “Can you imagine if the 
big rigs don’t roll?” At that time I lived in a De- 
liverance area code, and thought I had a pretty 
good idea. 

Well...the clock struck the midnight hour 
and Anno Domini 2000 rolled in with scarcely 
a murmur; the usual fireworks televised round 
the globe, the popping of champagne corks 
as the standard ball dropped in jam-packed 
Times Square. No one asked what beverage 
paired with oatmeal. 

Fast-forward two decades, and here we 
are again, though in a less speculative, more 
pragmatic, hands-on situation. There’s a fer- 
sure plague around the globe, and we on this 
side of the pond currently have front row seats 


A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Ings Beating Ever Louder 


to Britain’s suite of woes. Sure enough, as my 
Y2K Be-prepared pal prognosticated, it ain’t a 
pretty picture. 

As the Twentieth Century wound to a 
close, fear grew that clocks and computers ad- 
vancing from 1999 into 2000 weren’t prepared 
to differentiate the ’00 in 2000 from 1900. Af- 
terwards, in relief, many claimed Y2K merely 
an embarrassing ripple, but in fact, one reads 
now, for at least a full decade, some six billion 
dollars had been spent to assure that smooth 
transition. 

Is anyone here or in Britain prepared for 
the problems now popping up like methane 
bubbles from a swamp? Supply, demand, suf- 
ficient work forces? Like Americans hearing 
snow or hurricane warnings for Alabama or 
the Gulf, British grocery shelves are being 
swept clean and disgruntled drivers queue 
at the pumps, numerous and angry enough 
that the army was called to stand-by. There’s 
a shortage of truck drivers? Yes, the ones now 
living back in the EU countries. 

Retailers threaten that without enough 
truckers at the wheel within 10 days (of this 


writing), itll be a lean Christmas for the well- 
to-do as well as for the Tiny Tims of the sceptr’d 
isle. Poultry delivery has been disrupted, and 
that means the Christmas goose, turkey, and 
any other gallinaceous comestibles. 

I mention these trials not out of schaden- 
freude, but to remind how slender, how fragile 
is the invisible network that feeds and clothes 
our global village. The UK recently spent mil- 
lions bailing out Illinois-based CF Industries, 
allowing it to restart one of its two UK plants 
(which it had shut down after the soaring nat- 
ural gas prices—the US plants produce some 
60% of Britain’s food-grade CO2). 

Are we getting closer to Ray Bradbury’s 
1952 “A Sound of Thunder”? His time-traveling 
big-game hunter, intent upon a T-Rex trophy, 
inadvertently crushes a butterfly underfoot, 
then returns home triumphant—to a com- 
pletely changed world. Today, soaring natural 
gas prices in Britain prompt an American fer- 
tilizer company to withdraw, jeopardizing the 
fizz in Brits’ Christmas pints. 

Time’s shorter, now; we'll not have to cross 
66 million years to learn our story’s end. I 
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OUR SCENE 


TRAVEL | BY CARLA WALDEMAR | PHOTOS COURTESY OF TRAVEL WISCONSIN 


SWEDES ALONG THE MISSISSIPPI 


Stockholm (pop. 97) is a blink-and-you- 
miss-it settlement hemming the Mississippi as 
it widens to become Lake Pepin: no gas station, 
no convenience store, no ATM on the corner— 
but an old-time hotel and dozens of specialty 
shops displaying locals arts and crafts and 
foodstuffs. A historical museum, even. 

But all those storefronts were standing 
empty till the 80s. What gives? 


THE BUZZ 


Today, Stockholm is the crown jewel in the 
diadem of towns along the Great River Road, 
a.k.a. Hwy. 35 S, rollercoastering along the 
river—a highway the tripmeisters at Rand Mc- 
Nally rate as one of the Ten Most Scenic Drives 
in the nation. Stockholm has been transformed 
from a near-ghost town not so long ago into an 
artists’ colony, rich with painters, potters, weav- 
ers and those of other creative stripes, who 
live, work and sell their endeavors here. The 
itty-bitty village boasts spring and fall Art Tours 
plus a juried Art Fair in July drawing 8,000 peo- 
ple. Between those “official” art-forward gath- 
erings, galleries and shops are open weekends 
May through October, and many keep more 
expanded hours. 

What drew the new wave of immigrants? 
The most reliable guess is that, back when the 
arts movement first took hold in the ’80s, land 
here was both cheap and beautiful. One artist 
ventured a studio, then others of the romantic, 
“back to the land” school, followed suit. 


THE BACKSTORY 

The town is bookended by two historic high- 
way markers that capture layers of its early his- 
tory. On the north, one pinpoints Maiden Rock, 
that limestone bluff towering directly above 
the highway, where a Sioux princess, forced 
to abandon her lover and marry another, leapt 
to her death. The southern marker commemo- 
rates the site of Fort St. Antoine of 1686, which 
staked claim by French explorers in the name 
of Louis XIV to “all the land west of the Mis- 


Avid tai te 


sissippi no matter how far.” Well, the English 
thought otherwise and took control in 1783. 

Fast-forward to 1851, when immigrants ar- 
rived from Karlskoga, Sweden, and founded a 
settlement they named for a beloved icon of 
their homeland. They farmed and they fished, 
just as in the land they came from. Here, where 
the Mississippi widens into Lake Pepin, they 
built a miniature town hall, post office, hotel 
and many of the shops and cottages that still 
form the community. 

Cherishing that heritage today, the Swed- 
ish flag of blue and yellow flutters above many 
a doorway. Blossoms tumble from sky-blue 
flowerboxes, and blue bicycles glimmer from 
bike stands around town, beckoning visitors 
to hop on for a complimentary spin. Commu- 
nity flower gardens with inviting benches en- 
courage lingering in the “business district”—a 
fancy name for a single intersection, truth to 
tell. A shopkeeper, in what was once a hard- 
ware store, has witnessed the transformation. 
“When I moved here 40 years ago,” she says, 
“there was not a thing.” Other oldtimers, like 
the host at Great River B&B, gives credit to the 
Harbor View Café in Pepin for drawing traffic 
down an otherwise deserted road. And once 
the first artist saw the cars whiz by, well, the 
rest is gorgeous history. 
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THE DIGS 

That B&B occupies the oldest house in 
Stockholm, built by the town’s founder in 1869, 
anchored by 20 acres of forest and pasture- 
land—“a diamond in the rough,” recalls Leland 
Krebs of the homestead he took over in 1985; 
when farming became too laborious, he con- 
verted into a B&B. 

It's the most beautifully suited-out—and 
private—B&B I’ve ever stayed in. And the only 
place I’ve ever slept where—safe and sound— 
doors are never locked. While the house has 
two guest rooms—the Calvin Coolidge and the 
Millard Fillmore (don’t ask; they didn’t sleep 
here), only one of the two is rented at a time— 
thus, total privacy. The genial host checks 
guests in, inviting them to sample a cache of 
CDs and a wonderfully expansive book col- 
lection, then disappears until time to start the 
breakfast coffee—excellent, by the way, from 
Great River Roasters in Pepin—served with 
juice, fruit and muffins warm from the oven: 
none of those four-course extravaganzas that 
land you back to bed. 

The house is furnished in modern Swed- 
ish design (think the collectors’ originals that 
IKEA knocks off) accented by antiques, such 
as the ornately carved wooden bedstead in the 
Coolidge, a room spacious enough to accom- 
modate two cozy armchairs before the fire- 
place, a writing desk, and books stacked in a 
tower higher than I could reach. 

The second room contains two butter- 
yellow twin beds. Both capture the sunshine 
through many-paned windows set into deep 
walls; or retreat to the porch to catch the morn- 
ing rays. Follow a path through the apple trees 
to the meadow above, where a bench invites 
lingering for contemplation, a place where 
deer and turkey wander. Freight trains ram- 
paging through town hoot haunting warnings 
into the night. 

Spring Street Inn, the only-slightly-gentri- 
fied occupant of the former Merchants’ Hotel 
from the 1880s, offers cozy rooms and a ro- 
mantic sunken bird and butterfly garden. 


THE EATS 


Bogus Creek Café & Bakery occupies a 
tiny, antique farmhouse, but in nice weather ev- 
eryone chooses an umbrella table on the patio, 
where the sound of trickling water makes the 
absence of Muzak a double blessing. Nearby 
Bogus Creek got its moniker, the story goes, 
when a counterfeiter, in fear of imminent 
raid by the law, tossed his fake coins into the 
stream. 

Its proprietor was drawn, she explains, by 
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TRAVEL BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


“the zeitgeist, a special feel about the town as 
a place people take their time and relax, where 
life is simple. And where the local talent is phe- 
nomenal.” 

No Wisconsin fish fry, she points out. In- 
stead her creative menu segues from salmon 
cakes with poached eggs and fruit for breakfast 
(served all day), a sassy breakfast burrito, or 
Swedish pancakes heaped with lingonberries 
and whipped cream. Fresh breads and pastries 
to-go, too.Talk about one-stop gluttony! Stock- 
holm Pie & General Store acts as an enabler 
for entire carloads of foodies, who come for the 
panoply of filled crusts—bumbleberry to triple 
chocolate pecan, and stay for the candy counter 
and lode of specialty local foods. 

If only she were open in the evening. 

Fortunately, Gelly’s is. Gelly’s Pub & Eatery 
is the current occupant of a former Texaco sta- 
tion, and, as my server noted, “the only place 
around here open seven days a week year- 
round.” Here’s where you'll find that Friday 
fish fry, along with burgers and steaks. Out- 
door patio, too. Expect occasional businessmen 
masquerading as Harley dudes ordering Miller 
Lite at the bar. 

But what you must do—everybody does, 
so be prepared to wait for a coveted table—is 
head six miles downstream to Pepin’s Harbor 
View, since 1980 the cult “foodie” café of the 
Mississippi. No fish fry here either, believe me: 
instead, seafood tends toward poached halibut, 
grilled opah, and my frequent choice, walleye, 
served with shrimp in a dill cream sauce along 
with wild rice, sugar snaps and cranberries. 
With portions on the mammoth side, it’s use- 


less to say “Save room for dessert,” but do, any- 
way. My favorite (and everybody’s) is the Geor- 
gia walnut pie, laced with more than a little 
bourbon from its neighbor state. The wine list 
alone is worth the drive. There’s a cheery din 
to the unassuming storefront, where you can 
spot first-timers by those little black dresses 
that have no business here. The bad news is, 
they do not take reservations, so grab a glass 
of vino from the bar and settle down outside to 
watch the trains streak by. 


SHOP AND GAWK 


Stores, branching one block in each direc- 
tion of Stockholm’s main (okay: only) intersec- 
tion, include establishments housing art, jew- 
elry and home décor treasures, ladies’ wear, 
gift and home accessories, Amish furniture, 
pottery and used books, as well as these prime 
venues: 


Abode, the commodious go-to gallery for 
exceptional regional arts and crafts, showcases 
paintings, art photos of old Stockholm, textiles, 
woodenware, pottery, jewelry and fine books 
bound in Japanese silk, as well as chapbooks 
of local poetry. 

“What are you doing here?” I ask co-owner 
Steve Groms. 

His answer: “We came camping every week- 
end and we hated to go back to the city every 
Sunday night. The place gets in your blood.” 

Out of the Blue Gallery concentrates on lo- 
cal art photography and prints, books on the 
region and cheeky gift items, while Clementine 
proffers live flowers and delectable antique fur- 
nishings sold in the town’s former garage. 

Palate stocks elite kitchenware and edi- 
bles, and offers cooking classes-cum-dinner 
parties, often led by Harbor View’s chef. For 
more local yummies, check out the Good Ap- 
ple, stocked with all sorts of apple products 
and themed kitchenware, as well as Wiscon- 
sin wine and cheese. Or travel two miles up 
the hill to the home orchard, featuring 50 va- 
rieties, to smell the blooms or pick you own 
in season. Ingebretsen’s, housed in a sweetly 
renovated hardware store of 1878, proffers all 
manner of fine Swedish crafts culled on shop- 
ping expeditions to the motherland, including 
knitwear, blown glass, Sami jewelry, embroi- 
dery, pottery in medieval designs and Christ- 
mas ornaments. No kitschy trolls, no Ole and 
Lena t-shirts 

Stockholm Gardens stocks herbs, annuals, 
perennials and trees, as well as garden pots and 
ornaments. Their inviting community garden 
in front is their best advertisement. 


MOVE THOSE MUSCLES 


Hike uphill on Spring Street to the town’s 
old cemetery, where peonies and tall cedars 
guard gravestones with inscriptions like “Carl 
Lind 1886-1906” and “Johnson, Lars and Anna, 
1886-1936” among the Helbergs, Nords and 
scores of other Swedish names. 

Grab a blue bike to pedal to the Public Park 
fronting the river, with its long, concrete pier 
thrusting into the waves aside a sandy swim- 
ming beach, to watch the sailboats or the 
eagles (camping permitted). Or tour the back 
country roads known as Little Switzerland. 

Stockholm’s annual Art Fair (this year: July 
17) aside the river features 100 juried artists, 
food vendors and, of course, local music. Fall’s 
Art Tour offers self-guided tours to area artists’ 
studios. Pick up a map at any store in town. 

For information: www.stockholmwisconsin. 
com I 
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OUR SCENE 


BENEATH THE SURFACE | BY ASHLEY BERNING 


A FEW LGBTQ UNSUNG HEROES 


When we think of cultural icons, we think 
Martin Luther King Jr., Jimi Hendrix, Walt Dis- 
ney. These are hugely influential household 
names, and for good reason: their creativity 
and visions have had enormous impacts on our 
society, and their legacies continue today. But 
culture wasn’t formed by a small handful of fa- 
mous figures; it is created by all of us, trusting 
ourselves, taking risks, and collaborating in our 
diversity. 

Our culture is largely heteronormative, and 
this means that many LGBTQ artists and activ- 
ists have been overlooked; their contributions 
helped shape our society, yet we often don’t re- 
member their names. Here are three influential 
LGBTQ people we don’t talk about enough. 


HOWARD ASHMAN 


In the late 1980s, Disney Studios was strug- 
gling. Broadway playwright Howard Ashman 
and composer Alan Menken were brought in 
to work on a new production called The Little 
Mermaid. Ashman knew the formula for a 
story that would resonate with audiences, and 
Menken, his longtime collaborator, put it to 
music. Our heroine, Ariel, is introduced as a 
beautifully different young woman who doesn’t 
fit in. She pours her dreams out to us in “Part 
of Your World” and we feel her longing; her ul- 
timate task is to overcome the villain, Ursula, 
and she eventually finds her happiness. The 
Little Mermaid was an enormous box office hit 
in 1989 and remains a beloved classic today. 

This same formula was used again for Beau- 
ty and the Beast. The 1991 film was the first ani- 
mated film to be nominated for Best Picture, 
and “Beauty and the Beast” earned Menken 
and Ashman Oscars for Best Original Song. 
Ashman was also involved in 1992’s Aladdin, 
penning the lyrics to “Arabian Nights,” “Friend 
Like Me,” and “Prince Ali,” giving the great 
Robin Williams the opportunity to dazzle us via 
his Genie. Ashman’s experience in Broadway 
and distinct vision were directly responsible for 
the Disney Renaissance of the early ’90s. 


BAYARD RUSTIN 


Raised by Quaker grandparents, Bayard 
Rustin grew up believing humanity was one 


big family, each person having equal value. Ac- 
tivism was a part of his life from the very be- 
ginning, and during WWII he was imprisoned 
for conscientiously objecting to the war. In 
1948 he traveled to India where he furthered 
his education in nonviolent resistance, writing 
that “angelic troublemakers” were needed in 
the US to stop the wheels of discrimination 
from turning. 

In 1956, he traveled to Alabama to work 
with Martin Luther King Jr. on the Montgom- 
ery bus boycott. Rustin educated King on the 
implementation of nonviolent resistance, en- 
couraging him to fully commit and get rid of 
his armed protection. The use of human bod- 
ies as means of resistance came from Rustin, 
who had been organizing peaceful sit-ins since 
his childhood. This, of course, proved to be 
effective, and when the events of Birming- 
ham in 1963 were broadcast to the nation, the 
brutality the protestors experienced from the 
police was a jarring contrast to their own non- 
violence. 

Rustin continued to be an effective part 
of the movement, helping organize the 1963 
March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom. 
Without Rustin’s heavy lifting from behind 
the scenes, King’s legacy of nonviolent re- 
sistance might look very different today. 
In 2013, the same year SCOTUS ruled gay 
marriage was legal, President Obama post- 
humously awarded Rustin the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom. 


SISTER ROSETTA THARPE 


The godmother of rock and roll, Sister 
Rosetta Tharpe has only recently been recog- 
nized for her massive influence. Born in Jim 
Crow-era Alabama, she was a musical prodigy, 
playing guitar and singing in church by age 
four. By six, she was traveling the US with 
her mother and an evangelical singing group 
across the country, and she and her mother 
settled in the southside of Chicago where 
she continued to develop her unique, gospel- 
based sound. 

The 1930s and 1940s brought her great suc- 
cess both as a collaborator and a solo artist; 
audiences had never heard the kind of sound 


she created with her guitar, and certainly not 
from a Black woman. In 1944, Tharpe recorded 
“Strange Things Happening Every Day,” which 
was the first gospel song to chart on the R&B 
charts (then Billboard’s Harlem Hit Parade) 
and is wildly considered to be the first rock 
and roll song of all time. Her brilliant blend 
of blues, jazz, swing and gospel formed a new 
genre of music that both shocked and awed 
audiences. Her rendition of “Rock Me” flirted 
with conflating the sacred with the sensual as 
she melded with her guitar, and people were 
into it. After meeting Marie Knight, another 
recording artist, in 1946, the two collaborated 
and toured together for the remainder of the 
decade, splitting up in 1950. 

She continued to tour solo and collaborate 
through the ’50s and ’60s, performing across 
Europe as her celebrity in the US faded. She 
died in Philadelphia in 1973 after suffering a 
series of strokes that limited her ability to tour, 
and was inducted into the Blues Hall of Fame 
in 2007. After a benefit concert in 2008, funds 
were raised to place a gravestone at her place 
of burial in Philadelphia, which had previously 
been a bare plot with no memorial. It reads: 
“She would sing until you cried, and then sing 
until you danced for joy / she helped to keep 
the church alive and the saints rejoicing.” 

This list could easily go on—these are only 
three among many—and the influence these 
people have had can be seen everywhere. The 
Disney Renaissance paved the way for later 
films like Moana and Frozen and provided the 
soundtrack for many childhoods. Nonviolent 
resistance formed the backbone of the civil 
rights movement and continues to be an ex- 
tremely effective and utilized strategy in the 
fight for equal rights. The fundamentals of rock 
and roll are now taught at the college level and 
recognizable by almost anyone: without Sister 
Rosetta Tharpe, there would be no Elvis, no 
Rolling Stones, no Nirvana, no Lil Nas X. 

So the next time you watch a Disney movie, 
participate in a protest march, or listen to pret- 
ty much any modern music, give these people 
a nod. They deserve it. I 
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TEAM 


Lavender Media is seeking to add a Twin Cities- 
based full time Account Executive to our sales 
team. We are looking for an outgoing, 
organized, self-driven & motivated professional 
with excellent phone, writing and presentation 


skills. Candidates should enjoy working directly 
with clients who are interested in growing their 
business through Lavender advertising and event 
sponsorships. Candidates must be local. 


Includes base pay + commission and an 
employee benefits package that includes group 
health, dental, life insurance and LTD. 


Applicants should have experience with Mac 
software environment, Excel, Word, social media 
platforms & database software such as Filemaker 

Pro. They should exhibit an elevated level of 

organization, attention to detail, the ability to 
work as part of a team, effective communication, 
self direction, enjoys working with new people 

and has a natural drive to grow. 


Additions & Dormers / Kitchens & Bathrooms / Custom Cabinetry 
Whole House Renovation / Porches & Sun-Rooms / Finished Basements 
Please send your cover letter and resume to 

Stephen Rocheford, President & CEO. 
stephen.rocheford@lavendermagazine.com 


WYN) MINNESOTA 


SENIOR LINKAGE LINE 


We Are Aging 


Connect with local resources: 
Medicare | Financial help | Housing 
Legal help | Services 


nkAge Line® is a free statewide service of the Minnesota Board 8 0) 0) -3 3 3 -243 3 
artnership with Minnesota’s Area Agencies on Aging. 
ee 
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SHAPESHIFT: 
The New Cool 


Twin Cities arts scene since 
a collectiveiobilancers that 
eative Director of SHAPE- 

hing at different studios 

bot talented performers and dancers 

fromdifferent backgrounds, but really did ‘not feel there was a collection 

of talent from different races and backgroundsperfo: ether. We 

thought it would be cool to put together a show caverta people 
from different walks oflife.” an 

In the fall of that year, SHAPESHIFT put on its first selftitled show. 

Theaters were packed and the dance collective basked in standing ova- 

tions. Not a dry eye in the house. "We've carried that feeling and fusion 

of our diverse collective inevery one of our performances,” says Selmer. 

“It shapes the art we create both intentionally and unintentionally.” 

SHAPESHIFT has found professional success over the years, per- 
forming at huge events like the 2018 Super Bowl and the 2016 Prince 

Tribute Concert, but Selmer makes it clear that the metric of success 

for SHAPESHIFT is centered around people and story. “We use our sto- 


SHAPE ha 
2013, when a group o 
mirrored the diversity of OM 
SHIFT, Ashley Selmer, explains; 
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rytelling to share complex themes of our lived experience 
plains. This central tenet of personal storytelling was ini 
almost by accident. After experiencing what she descri 
awful personal betrayal,” she realized that she could tur 
“a Beyoncé comeback moment [and] decided to tell it on stage.” 

The personal stories SHAPESHIFT brings to the stage vary widely; 
dealing with issues like sexuality, police brutality and religion; but are 
united by their intimacy: every subject is deeply personal for at least 
one of the dancers. “It’s not always easy,” says Selmer. "We've cried in 
the space, we've laughed in the space—all of the things. But it is a form 
of therapy.” 

Making such personal art together has created an intense chemis- 
try between members of the collective, which is regularly the subject of 
inquiry at talkbacks after performances. “[Our chemistry comes from] 
the mutual respect and exchange of ideas and a true appreciation of ev- 
eryone’s talent and lived experiences,” Selmer explains. 

Selmer’s pride for and love of the people who make up SHAPESHIFT 
glimmers through everything she says. Every creative who puts their 


bic 
"inn 


heart, mind, life, body, creativity and skill into SHAPESHIFT is directly 
responsible for the success of the collective. She lists off everyone in- 
volved, from the all-female production staff to their videographer, acting 
coach, and every single dancer: Gabriel Blackburn, James Gavins, Han- 
nah Herrig, Sophia Meza, Rachel Miller, Nate Maliscke, Alan Mure and 
Nate Kay. 

"We're utilizing this art, dance and theater space as the cool, fresh 
way to bring people together,” Selmer says. “This is the group that’s do- 
ing it and they’re coming from Minnesota. In the art world, the Midwest 
gets looked at as this not sexy city, but this is the new cool.” 

SHAPESHIFT is a new kind of a cool—a cool that cares about what 
is happening in the world and prioritizes being inclusive and transparent 
without compromising fun. “It’s colorful and vibrant and alive. You get a 
little bit of every flavor—in people and personalities and in music.” 

Generation Z gets it—ready to embrace the energy and excitement 
while still digging deep into the subject at the heart of ary SHAPESHIFT 
performance. “At the Kennedy Center, we had the chance to do a bunch 
of meet-and-greets with the BIPOC community from the city schools 
bused in to see the show,” Selmer says. “One of the biggest takeaways 
wastheir eagerness to discuss their love, interest and curiosity surround- 
ing the characters in our productions. That was the day Iknew our story- 
telling was making an impact.” 

The last couple years have required a certain degree of recalibration. 
“We finished our performance of ‘Grey Skies Blue’ at O'Shaughnessy Hall 
in late February 2020, just prior to everything being shut down,” says 
Selmer. “We had aneight-city tour planned [and] were in the beginning 
stages of talks about an Off-Broadway run.” 

Selmer continues: “Once Covid hit, we had to pivot, look within 
ourselves, and decide how we were going to survive the ?nancial and 
emotional effects. True to form, we’ve been shifting shapes and evolving 
ever since.” In the last year and a half SHAPESHIFT has acclimated to 
virtual spaces, initially holding rehearsals via Zoom and later teaching a 
10-week virtual residency with kids from the Greenwich House Music 
School in New York. 


As a Minnesota dance collective, SHAPESHIFT also had to work 
through the murder of George Floyd. “We mourned and protested 
peacefully alongside] our Twin Cities community; re?ected silently at 
George’s memorial site, freestyled through grief in our living rooms, 
hosted a talkback about race with a local theatre, and collected essential 
items for our neighbors,” says Selmer. When the YWCA asked SHAPE- 
SHIFT to participate in their virtual memorial in honor of Floyd, the col- 
lective was “on board right away.” 

SHAPESHIFT crafted a piece that played a portion of Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s speech over hard-driven, emotional beats. “That particular per- 
formance was a much more personal, tender one,” Selmer says. “That’s 
what we love to do: heal through movement and hopefully help others do 
the same...to create a space for people to grieve.” 

There are plenty of ways to fill your life with SHAPESHIFT, from per- 
formances (check them out on October 1st at the Paramount Center for 
the Arts in St. Cloud, or on October 3rd at the Como Park Pavilion), 
following them on social media, and checking out their classes. Their 
six-month-long class series is free to the community and designed for 
all ages and skill levels. Of course, donations to the collective go a long 
way as well. SHAPESHIFT has also started collaborating with brands it 
believes in and is excited to use their craft on behalf of organizations that 
align with the SHAPESHIFT values of fairness, inclusion and openness. 

SHAPESHIFT is special—a talented collective that embraces big top- 
ics without losing sight of the joy and passion that led them to dance 
in the first place. “I’m hoping that we’re the company that is not only 
making people feel something and tap their toes and vibe, but also un- 
consciously making our viewers aware cross-generationally that this is 
the way that the world should look.” I 


www.shapeshiftmpls.com 
(@shapeshiftmpls on Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter 
SHAPESHIFT Minneapolis on YouTube 
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I have driven 381 miles for a beer. 

Revelation Ale Works is a small, seven-barrel taproom in Minnesota’s 
northwesternmost corner, in a blip of corn silos and grain elevators called 
Hallock (pop. 981). The landscape is practically featureless, a flowchart of 
sugar beets and soybeans broken by farmhouses and the odd cottonwood. 
The soil is loamy and black and fertile. I get so lost on my drive (cell ser- 
vice north of Grand Forks is basically a punchline) that when I stop at a gas 
station for directions, the attendant has never heard of Hallock. 

The brewery occupies the historic Johnson Standard Building, an old 
serwice station “in the heart of downtown Hallock.” Ryan Evenson, who 
co-Owns Revelation with his wife Lindsey (and four employee owners), 
bought the building for $100. 

“We moved back here [from Oregon] some years ago,” Ryan says. 
We're standing in Revelation’s bustling L-shaped taproom, where I’m 
sipping a very citrusy dry-hopped Edison’s Medicine New England IPA 
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(ABV: 6.4%), with Ryan and his wife Lindsey. He continues: “I’m origi- 
nally from Thief River Falls, just an hour south [and where I’d asked 
the walleyed gas station attendant for directions to this very spot, coinci- 
dentally]. I heard from the City Administrator that they were gonna tear 
this building down—they were using it for storage, there were holes in 
the ceiling, itd rained in here—so I went to them and said, ‘Instead of 
tearing down this awesome building, how about I give you a hundred 
bucks for it?” 

The taproom is simple and stripped-down, and maintains a lot of its 
authentic service-station ambience. 

“We tried to retain as much of the original building as we could,” Ryan 
says. 

For a brewery in a rural farming community, an ostensibly domes- 
tic-lager demographic, the place is packed to capacity. There are young 
professionals, farmers, sweater-wearing academics, flinty-eyed loggers, 


Photo by Laura Meyers 


all tipping back cutting-edge brews like Blood 
Orange Wheat and Bottomless Brunch Blood 
Orange Sour.“There’s a little bit of skepticism 
that comes in a small town when you're doing 
something different,” Lindsey says, pouring 
me a pint of Peanut Butter Stout (ABV: 4.9%): 
it’s like a liquefied Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup, 
in the most delicious way possible. “But we re- 
stored and moved into a building that people 
wanted to be saved, so I think people were be- 
hind us because of that.” 

She adds: “When you see somebody do- 
ing something start to finish, that is so rural 
America.” 

Hallock is about ten minutes from North 
Dakota, twenty-five from Canada. The sur- 
rounding countryside is decidedly geometric, 
almost devoid of topography, obscure lattice- 
work glanced from an airplane window. This 
could be Iowa or Kansas, could be Australia’s 
Cloncurry. Anywhere flat and vacant. 

After a quick breakfast at the Caribou Grill 
the following morning, I leave town, heading 
east along the American boarder. That brewer- 
ies are opening up here, in the middle of no- 
where, is a testament to this country’s industri- 
ousness and rural grit. 

Loony’s Brew, in the 0.14-square-mile town 
of Ranier (pop. 560), sits directly across Rainy 
River from Ontario. Loony’s doesn’t look like 
a brewery. It looks like a pub, which it was— 
Woody’s—for years. It’s quaint, intimate and 
charming. The aesthetics for which brewer- 
ies have come to be schematized tend to fall 
between rustic and industrial: stainless steel, 
exposed brick, timber frames, etc. This, I sus- 
pect, is to seamlessly integrate the distillers 
and circulating tanks and fermenters, all of 
which look about as quaint as a missile silo. 

Inside, I meet with Matt Kavan, who co- 
owns Loony’s with his brother Paul. They 
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bought the place from Barry “Woody” Woods in 2015. I order a Drunken 
Loon Strong Dark Belgian Ale (ABV: 8.5%)—pungent, peppery, and 
heavily spiced with stuff like star anise and Aframomum melegueta. It’s 
delicious and smooth, and deceptively sweet. In other words: a quintes- 
sential cool-weather beer. You could warm it up and sip it on Christmas 
Eve. 

“I putzed around with homebrewing a little bit,” Kavan says, “but I 
mostly messed around with, like, mead and stuff like that. But I lived in 
Belgium for a few years, and they got a lot of interesting beers. So I got 
a lot of ideas.” 

The idea Kavan is most excited about? An antiquated beer called gru- 
it, and Loony’s now serves their own with ginger, lemon and flaked rice. 

“Its the way they used to do ’em,” he says, gesturing abstractly with 
his hands, “back, let’s say 300 years ago, before hops were mandated. 
Basically, a gruit uses a lot of other different herbs and spices and stuff 
like that. So this [first gruit] that I brewed—I went a little nuts—had 
32 different herbs and spices, including wormwood, yarrow, mandrake 
root, and about half a dozen ones that contain this compound thujone, 
which is safe in small amounts to give a little different inebriating effect 
than alcohol.” 

Fun fact: Thujone is a toxic monoterpene, and can be fatal if con- 
sumed in large quantities. 

Back at my cabin, a comfy little place owned by local entrepreneur 
Mary Ann Kasich at Woodsport Cottages, I kick back, crack open a 
crowler from Junkyard Brewing Co. down in Moorhead, and gaze out 
at the spectral expanse of Ranier, which grades wildly into Voyageurs 
National Park. 
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While the city of Northfield (pop. 20,445) in central Minnesota isn’t 
exactly rural, as we’ve come to understand that concept, it does meet the 
rural population density requirements defined by the United States Cen- 
sus Bureau—that is, fewer than 50,000 people. And Northfield, with its 
spires and copulas and squat Richardsonian architecture, feels rural, like 
Georgetown or some New England hamlet. It’s pastoral, too, bisected by 
the Cannon River and surrounded by furrowed farmland. And Benjamin 
Percy, award-winning author of novels like Red Moon, The Dead Lands, 
and 2021’s The Ninth Metal, also calls Northfield home. 

“One of the reasons I like living here,” he says, “is that it’s a really 
progressive community. You've got the two colleges [St. Olaf and Carl- 
ton] here. There are a lot of smart, interesting people. Very close-knit. 
This is not reality. You could leave your wallet on the corner, come back 
a year later and it’d still be there.” 

Fun fact: I actually leave my phone on a bench outside Goodbye 
Blue Monday Coffeehouse, realize I’ve left it while hanging out by the 
river, run back in a panic, feel my heart splash into my stomach when I 
don’t see it on the bench, but am impossibly relieved when the smiling 
barista inside hands it across the counter and says, “Yeah, somebody just 
brought it in.” 

I’ve met up with Percy at Imminent Brewing, which is owned by two 
married couples—Randy and Tonja Clay, and Derek and Laura Meyers, 
who opened the brewery inside the old Northfield Armory, a Gothic Re- 
vival redbrick on the corner of 6th and Division. 

I dismiss my quivering liver and order a Double Agent J Double IPA 
(ABV: 8.5%); Percy goes with a Dragon Squirrel Juicy IPA (ABV: 6.6%). 
The Double Agent is fantastic—explosively hopped with a punch of cit- 
rus. We snag a coveted high-top in the corner. The place is packed.Im- 
minent is all angles and lines, high ceilings, huge windows, steel, brick, 
the works. 

“The community was eager for a place to hang out,” Percy says. “This 
place is doing fantastically. They've exceeded expectations.” 

Like many Minnesotans (and implants), Percy’s drinking habits are 
dictated by the seasons. “In the winter, I drink a lot of stout,” he says. 
“There’s something about, when it gets cold out, sitting by the fire, sip- 


ping either scotch or something thick and black. Summertime, though, 
I'll drink lighter beers. I’m almost IPA-exclusive. I’m kind of a boring 
drinker, in that I know what I like and I tend to stick with it. Conserva- 
tism in my palate alone.” 

The population of Fountain is “about 400,” according to Eric Luoma, 
who co-owns Karst Brewing Co. in this southern Minnesota town with 
his wife Sandra. 

We're standing inside Eric and Sandra’s 612-square-foot brewhouse, 
which is the latest incarnation of a former one-room schoolhouse. This 
used to be Karst Brewing Co. in its entirety—small bar, a dozen high-top 
café tables, a communal farmhouse table, and a movable half-wall that 
separated three brite tanks from the seating area, thereby niftily meeting 
code. It wasn’t exactly a study in feng shui, but their utilization of space 
was extraordinary. 

These days, they’ve acquired two adjacent buildings and expanded. 
There’s now one patio behind the brewhouse and another in front of the 
new taproom, which was formerly a lumberyard office. Both patios, Eric 
says, “are created with large granite pavers that were salvaged from the 
Nicollet Mall in downtown Minneapolis.” There’s a theme here: reuse, 
recycle, reimagine. 

“The best part, hands down, for me, is watching people,” Sandra says. 
“They sit there, and they’re playing a game, and they’re having so much 
fun. That’s the best part. People just having a heck of a good time.” 

Karst gets its name from the honeycomb-like topography on which 
Fountain, the “sinkhole capital of the United States,” is built; the earth 
is apparently porous as bird bone. Karst itself stands precariously atop 
a sinkhole, or karst, one large enough, the story goes, that an old steam 
engine was dumped in to help fill it. 

“The beer’s gotta taste good,” Eric says. “Even if it’s not your style, 


it’s gotta taste good.” 

“People around here like to drink,” Sandra says. “We remembered 
that from when we grew up [in nearby Chatfield]. I think they’re so hap- 
py to have a business in town, too, that they will come fill up a growler, 
even though they could go buy a six-pack of something cheaper. They’re 
so proud.” 

“It’s like a gathering place, which is kinda what craft beer is about,” 
Eric says. “It’s not about going to the bar and getting drunk. It’s enjoying 
beer, yeah, but it’s about visiting. It’s a meeting point.” 

He adds: “There isn’t much to do in Fountain.” 

As this trip comes to an end, I get to thinking: Craft beer has be- 
come ubiquitous—when I grabbed a quick lunch at Rosalie’s, a dive bar 
in the northern border town of Baudette (pop. 1,032), I ordered a pint 
of Third Street Hop Lift IPA; Upper Michigan’s Copper Harbor (pop. 
108), “the farthest town from an Interstate Highway in the continental 
United States,” has a brewery; there’s a brewery inside a Reno casino, a 
brewery in Tampa International Airport’s Terminal C; Brewery Vivant, 
in Grand Rapids, MI, is in a funeral home. There’s even a military-only 
brewery on Pearl Harbor. In Raleigh, NC, there’s a bar with 366 beers 
on tap. Rogue’s Beard Beer uses yeast cultured from brewmaster John 
Maier’s beard; 40FT’s Odius Ale uses yeast swathed from author Roald 
Dahl’s writing chair. Evil Twin brews a beer with frozen pizza and money. 
There’s beer made with chicken, beef heart, goat brains, bull testicles, 
elephant dung, sheep dung-smoked whale testicles, human urine. Scot- 
land’s Brewmeister makes beer with an ABV of 67.5%. I start to wonder: 
When will the beer bubble burst? 

For now—on the other side of a global pandemic, no less—craft beer 
shows no signs of slowing down. Especially out here, in the middle of 
nowhere. I 


OPEN UP A CAN OF UFF DA 


el croutie! OFFICES så 


Elizabeth Cloutier 


PFLAG Member 
| ” 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES pa. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


BOOTLEGGER 
KOMBUCHA NOW 
AVAILABLE IN CANS! 


LOOK FOR US S 4 


YOUR LOCAL GROCER 
OR BREWERY! 


WWW.BOOTLEGGERKOMBUCHA.COM 


FAMILY/DIVORCE/CUSTODY 
DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS/DISSOLUTION 
PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENTS 
SPERM/EGG DONOR AGREEMENTS 
SURROGACY 
GAY MARRIAGE ADVICE 
SECOND/STEP PARENT ADOPTION 
INJURIES/AUTO ACCIDENTS 
PROBATE 
WILLS & TRUSTS 
BUSINESS LAW 


Convenient Downtown Skyway Connected Offices 


612.332.5100 


Free Initial Consultation 
Suite 1600 Medical Arts Building, 825 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 55402 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE 


WWW.CLOUTIER-LAW.COM 


a 
AMERICAN FAMILY A 
PINSURANCE | 


All your protection under one roof® 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


Dawn Bartell Agency 

4020 Minnehaha Ave, Ste. 1010, 
Minneapolis, MN 
dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 
American Family Insurance Company 
American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 
Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
www.amfam.com © 2008 


EQUAL HOUSING 
INSURER 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 21 


LGBTQ+ 
UNDER 40: 


Luminaries Making This Community a Better Place 


BY HOLLY PETERSON 


Nur-D 


Hip Hop Artist/Activist/Disseminator of Impossibly Good Vibes 

Nur-D has been a rising star in the Twin Cities music scene ever since he released his single 
“Take My Picture” in 2018. 2020 has easily been his most prolific year yet. He released three full- 
length albums: Trapped in My Room, 38th and Chicago Avenue. The latter two grapple with the 
emotional toll of both George Floyd’s murder and the ensuing protests. 

"I was out on the street almost every day,” says Nur-D, “sleeping vary rarely and never sound- 
ly, constantly bombarded with threats of violence from people who could legally kill me and my 
friends without so much as losing a vacation day. That sort of energy doesn’t just dissipate in the 
shower like the mace does.” Nur-D briefly worried that his new music would alienate listeners, but 
the opposite has been true. “I was blessed to see that I gained way more fans than I lost.” 

In the last year, Nur-D has been performing regularly, both online and in person. He and DJ 
Hayes also created a music collective called Fairplay Entertainment. “We have such amazing tal- 
ent all working together to lift each other up,” says Nur-D. 

In addition to that, Nur-D will begin DMing a live, long-form Dungeons & Dragons campaign 
at a game night called D10K at Modist Brewing. The first event will be on Sunday, October 24th 
and promises to be an absolute blast. 

Nur-D has three pieces of advice for aspiring artists: “My first advice is to just try. My second is 
don’t be afraid to be bad. Finally, Do your research—take the time to learn about the industry that 
you're getting into, or at the very least the path you think you want to use to get there.” 


torrin a. greathouse 


Award-Winning Poet/Editor/Educator 

torrin a. greathouse is a transgender, cripplepunk poet who recently released their powerful 
debut collection called Wound from the Mouth of a Wound (Milkweed Editions, 2020). Her work 
is incredibly moving and visceral, or, in torrin’s words: “Pd describe my work as formally ex- 
perimental punk-rock lyric poetry, written for dykes, fags, trannies, cripples, and other outsiders.” 
greathouse is a 2021 NEA Literature Fellow, and Wound was the winner of the Ballard Spahr Prize 
for Poetry selected by Aimee Nezhukumatathil. 

‘Tve felt really blessed by the reactions to this book and the way it has allowed me to con- 
nect with trans and disabled readers, especially young readers,” says greathouse. “Cripplepunk 
[focuses] on disabled solidarity outside of ableist frameworks. In my work, this means rejecting 
the cis-abled gaze and imagination, as well as creating new poetic forms made to hold bodies and 
experiences like mine.” 

Speaking to the power of the poetry that they write, greathouse has also found that those who 
do not share her identities are just as moved by the work, explaining, “I’ve also felt so lucky to wit- 
ness all of the people who connect with my work even when we don’t share overlapping identities.” 
greathouse is currently in the process of crafting her next collection called DEED. This upcoming 
collection “explores lust, violence, survival sex work, and the politics of desirability.” 

When asked what piece of advice she might have for those who are interested in pursuing a 
similar path, greathouse says, “Never compromise. If you believe in the work you're making, keep 
going and you will eventually find others who believe in it too.” 
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Ryan Coit 


Internationally Recognized Photographer/All- 


Around Badass 

Ryan Coit has been killing it as a photographer for the last several 
years. He became interested in the art form when he was a teenager, 
buying his first camera at 15 and then continuing to hone his craft until 
2011. “I made the decision to really dive in and turn my passion into a 
career,” he says. Coit went to school and discovered that he had a special 
passion for portraits. “There is so much joy in working with people and 
making them feel good about themselves,” he says. 

Coit often reflects the queer community in his art. “I am out and 
proud,” he says, “and my work is a representation of the pride I have in 
my community.” As he continues to make ripples in the art world, he’s 
been lucky enough to travel for his work—one exhibition in London in 
2016, and another in Barcelona in 2018. “It was such a big honor,” he 
says. 

Coit’s mantra, essentially, is: “We Are Beautiful.” He explains, “I had 
to tell myself that over and over. I even got it tattooed on my wrist. When 
I was younger, I had a lot of self-doubt and even anger within myself for 
being gay. For years, I had to remind myself that I was important and 
beautiful. It was a battle that took a lot of work to overcome.” 


Aaron Zimmerman 


Executive Director of PFund Foundation 

Aaron Zimmerman was a loyal supporter and donor of Pfund long 
before he was hired as its Development Director—and he was recently 
promoted to Executive Director, a role he calls his dream job. 

“This job pushes me every day to do better,” Zimmerman says. “I 
know what it’s like to be a young gay kid from a small town in Wis- 
consin, what it’s like to have an affirming parent and a non-affirming 
parent.” These parts of his identity give him the tools to be a powerful, 
empathetic leader, but perhaps his greatest strength is recognizing his 
personal blindspots. “I don’t know what it’s like to be transgender, two- 
spirit, BIPOC, etc.,” he says. “I have to recognize that I can contribute to 
PFund’s impact in some ways—but where I can’t, I need to bring others 
authentically to the table. The beauty of PFund is its ability to create 
impact for LGBTQ communities by LGBTQ communities.” 

Zimmerman continues: “My friends and I like to use the phrase ‘two 
things can be true’ to describe how the work we do, the lives we live, and 
the impact we want to make is complex, messy and amazing. It gives us 
the freedom to approach the most difficult situations or conflicts with 
compassion and understanding. When we can better understand the full 
picture of a situation—knowing it’s rarely black or white—we can move 
forward.” 


Photo by Ryan Coit 
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Hildie Edwards 


Performer/Pioneer 

Hildie Edwards is an accomplished performer. “I am completely 
myself on stage and I'll never change who I am,” they say. "That's it.” 
Drawing inspiration from personal favorites like Beyoncé and Lady Gaga 
made them want to try the performing arts themselves, and they’ve nev- 
er looked back. “Every year I perform at Pride,” Hildie says, “I feel a 
special connection with the audience, so that’s really fun!” 

Hildie continues: “I also did an event at Hamline University where I 
helped read the [Jazz Jennings] book J Am Jazz and got to appear with 
Lt. Governor Peggy Flanagan. It was awesome!” 

Still, Hildie is always looking to the future: “One dream that I’ve al- 
ways had is to perform at Coachella. It will happen.” 

For kids who want to get into the performing arts, Hildie suggests 
“not to be self-conscious or care what people think. If you think you are 
amazing, that’s enough! For kids who haven’t come out yet, know that 
you matter, you are loved, and if people don’t love you back that’s their 
problem.” 


Nick Alm 


CEO of Mossier 

Nick Alm co-founded Mossier with Charlie Rounds after the Mossier 
Foundation stopped operating in 2016. “I received a final check from the 
foundation to start Mossier,” Alm recalls. “It’s a totally separate legal 
entity in line with Kevin [Mossier, the first funder of marriage equality in 
the state of Minnesota]’s legacy.” While Rounds heads up the non-profit 
branch of Mossier, which partners with NGOs that support LGBTQ pop- 
ulations in countries where queerness is illegal, Alm is the CEO of the 
for-profit branch of Mossier, which aims to help LGBTQ people find suc- 
cess in corporate America. “We have had 650 job seekers come through 
our organization in the last year,” says Alm. “Nothing makes me more 
proud than someone saying that they got a job at a really great company 
or that this is the first time they’ve been out at a job.” 

Alm knew from their own experience that feeling safe in a profes- 
sional setting is not always a given. After attending a conference called 
Out for Undergrad they realized that they were experiencing “a level 
of freedom that you don’t experience in mainstream society.” Initially 
the experience made Alm angry—then it motivated them to bring that 
freedom to others. 

Mossier has grown a lot under Alm’s leadership. “Growing Mossier 
from nothing to 30 Fortune 500 members” is obviously impressive, but 
the infrastructure developed by Mossier as it grows is also something 
Alm is proud of. “We built an entire online community,” they explain. 
This online community is a platform for livestreaming events, posting 
and browsing jobs, and even works as an internal social media.” 

Apiece of advice that Alm has to offer is that “Nobody’s coming to get 
you. That door has been pushed open but very few people have walked 
through yet.” Coming to that realization changed the way that Alm lived 
their life. “When you feel like you’re not getting a seat at the table,” Alm 
says, “build your own.” 
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dr. Saby Labor 


Founder, Resilient Campus/Founding Member, 


Rootsprings Cooperative 

dr. Saby Labor founded Resilient Campus in 2016 after witnessing burnout “of BIPOC 
and LGBTQ+ educators who were advancing anti-racist and anti-oppression work at their 
colleges and universities.” Labor explains: “I wanted to offer resources to support them so 
that they could be sustained in their important advocacy work for college students.” From 
a podcast to Social Justice Toolkits, Labor created a diverse set of tools “to share with stu- 
dents and colleagues [on] their learning journey about racism, transphobia, xenophobia, 
and other forms of oppression.” 

Labor continues: “I’m humbled to have a community of deeply committed supporters of 
Resilient Campus. My father-in-law, Ricardo, and my spouse, Alejandra, are always my top 
supporters...[and I] have educators who have been with me since the beginning.” 

Labor has been busy this year. They’ve continued to facilitate Rootsprings Co-op with 
their spouse and two other queer couples. “We steward 36 acres of land to offer a space for 
retreat and respite for BIPOC artists, organizers, and healers about 75 minutes from the 
Twin Cities,” Labor says. “We live and work on the farm each day to cultivate this beautiful 
space for our BIPOC and LGBTQ+ communities.” 

Additionally, Labor just published a piece of fiction called In Time, J.D. under their 
pen name MX Kanani. The story follows a “nonbinary Latinx teen who finds themself at a 
funeral and embarks on a quest with a mystical guide to piece together the moments lead- 
ing up to it.” Labor elaborates: “It’s my effort to complicate the ‘it gets better’ messaging 
shared with trans and queer youth.” The book “was inspired by all the gender creative 
niblings in my life who are blazing a path of identity and expression in today’s world.” 

They offer three pillars of advice: “Ask questions. Be you. Build a community of support. Strive every day to be the closest version of you possible, 
and be open to new lessons, learning and discoveries that will shape who you are each day. Surround yourself with people who make you feel like the 
best version of yourself, who reach for the stars like you do, who are as invested in your success as you are invested in theirs.” 


Mubina Qureshi 
Program Manager of SEWA-AIFW (Asian Indian 


Family Wellness) 

Mubina Qureshi began working for SEWA-AIFW in 2019 as a Program Manager. She 
has focused her work primarily on gender-based violence prevention, mental health care 
solutions, and racial equity for South Asians in MN. “When I joined NGO sector,” says 
Qureshi, “I realized that...the most vulnerable section of South Asians identifying Trans, 
Queer, GNC and LGBTQ+ individuals in diaspora had no exclusive culturally specific ser- 
vices available; not just in the Twin Cities but in the entire Midwest.” 

Realizing this void, Qureshi sprang to action: “I initiated a special program called South 
Asian Queer League AKA SAQL. SAQL+ group (which is inclusive of allies) reimagines 
solidarity and acceptance of Queer kids in families, and creates awareness and education 
for straight South Asians on how to become a better ally.” The name of the organization, in 
addition to being an anagram, is meant to refer to the “Hindi/Urdu South Asian languages 
[in which] S(h) AQL means face, identity and form.” 

“Under SAQL programming,” says Qureshi, “I started a monthly peer-to-peer mental 
health support group called Satrangi Mulaqat (Rainbow-ish Meeting) with a culturally 
specific psychotherapist as a facilitator exclusively for South Asians identifying as Trans, 
GNC, LGBTQ+ individuals. This safe space has become a home to many across the states 
now. I am proud of creating and sustaining this safe and healing circle since February 
2020.” 

“My personal identity as a South Asian Queer Person of Color has helped me re-imag- 
ine my role as a service provider in the Non-Profit sector,” says Qureshi. “The mainstream 
services are very insensitive and uninformed towards a Queer, GNC, Trans POC who 
deals with cultural, religious, caste-based, and historical traumas always seen as an ‘outsider’ in a white world around them.” 

Qureshi continues: “My personal struggles with identity and sociopolitical issues help me become more empathetic and responsible toward the 
similar experiences my fellow clients deal with. Born and brought up in a poor Muslim household, I uphold strong a foundation of values and ethics 
to be courageous and outspoken against any form of injustice. My Doctorate research on Islamic Feminism and South Asian female writers made 
me question our systemically racist, misogynist and patriarchal systems. We all need to be more empathetic towards ourselves, and our LGBTQ+ 
BIPOCs who live with visible and invisible struggles every day.” I 
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LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


ther/BDSM/Fetish Under Age 40 


Because I recently wrote a column on 
“Leather and Aging” (Lavender issue #681), 
and because the theme of this issue of Lavender 
is “LGBTQ+ Under 40,” this column is an ap- 
preciation of members of the leather/BDSM/ 
fetish community who are under the age of 40. 

I am happy to report that young people are 
a large cohort of this community. It was not 
always safe to assume that this would be the 
case. This community grew and flourished 
originally because of mentorship, a passing 
down of information and culture from more 
experienced members to those who were less 
experienced—which usually, but not always, 
meant older to younger. 

But the loss of most of a generation of 
leathermen during the AIDS epidemic in the 
1980s and ’90s left the fabric of the community, 
and the chain of mentorship, severely torn. At 
one point I wrote a column about a question I 
had heard many community members asking: 
“Where will the new blood come from?” For- 
tunately, the “new blood” appeared and has 
kept on appearing year after year. And leather/ 
BDSM/fetish culture has been growing and 
becoming ever more vibrant as a result. 

People under 40 today were born in 1981 
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or later. They were nineteen or younger at the 
turn of the millennium. They were 20 or young- 
er when 9/11 happened. They have never 
known a world without mobile phones and so- 
cial media, and social media has in many ways 
remade leather culture. 

Today’s under-40 community members also 
came of age in a world where leather, BDSM 
and fetish are of much less the hush-hush, em- 
barrassing, secret worlds they were formerly. 
Some may mourn the loss of the scintillation 
that comes from doing something forbidden, 
but the fact that society is more open about the 
existence of leather, BDSM and fetish means 
the community is easier to find for those who 
would like to join it. 

Because of the influence of younger com- 
munity members, the leather/BDSM/fetish 
community has become more open to differ- 
ences and diversities. The community includes 
many more BIPOC members now. Leather- 
boys, leathergirls, transmen, transwoman, 
gender-fluid, nonbinary, asexual—as_ society 
has become more varied, so has the leather/ 
BDSM/fetish community. Today’s younger 
community members are just as pioneering as 
my generation was when we were younger. 


Younger community members also have 
come up with new fetishes and new ways to ex- 
press one’s sexual and kink desires. Puppy play, 
cosplay, and gear fetishes have supplemented 
the traditional leather, latex and uniforms. 

Today's under-40 community members 
bring to the community an energy, a curiosity, a 
willingness to learn and do. They may be young, 
but they’re not necessarily novices. They’ve 
taught classes and workshops and have been on 
discussion panels; started clubs; entered leather 
contests, and won and held titles; served on 
committees; and helped to keep their commu- 
nity going. They have visions of what they want 
the community to be, and where they want the 
community to go, and they’re willing to work to 
turn those visions into realities. 

It’s not all roses, of course. I read the Face- 
book posts of younger community members 
and see the problems they’re dealing with, 
both within the community and just in daily life. 
Of course the COVID pandemic has not made 
things easier. But, like us older folks, they keep 
going and are doing the best they can. 

One of the great features of this commu- 
nity is that community members under 40 are 
willing to work and socialize with community 
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based full time Account Executive to our sales 
team. We are looking for an outgoing, 
organized, self-driven & motivated professional 
with excellent phone, writing and presentation 
skills. Candidates should enjoy working directly 
with clients who are interested in growing their 
business through Lavender advertising and event 
sponsorships. Candidates must be local. 


Includes base pay + commission and an 
employee benefits package that includes group 
health, dental, life insurance and LTD. 


Applicants should have experience with Mac 
software environment, Excel, Word, social media 
platforms & database software such as Filemaker 

Pro. They should exhibit an elevated level of 

organization, attention to detail, the ability to 
work as part of a team, effective communication, 

self direction, enjoys working with new people 
and has a natural drive to grow. 


Please send your cover letter and resume to 
Stephen Rocheford, President & CEO. 
stephen.rocheford@lavendermagazine.com 


> | = Star Tribune 


Follow us on 


Lavender Magazine Jul 10 
Our canine companions enjoy eating outdoors too, so why bother 
leaving them behind? ow.ly/Ps1jo (by @ShLueck) 


1 


Lavender Magazine ®lavmag - Jul 10 
More and more people are traveling with pets, and @commonshotel is 
ahead of the curve on this one. ow.ly/PsOXj (by @ShLueck) 


1 


Lavender Magazine Slavmag - Jul 10 we 
It's time to hit the patio! Have you heard of these new outdoor hot 
spots? ow.ly/Ps0Ge (by @JoyEstelle) 4 
1 = 


fl 


NOW 
PLAYING! 


MEREDITH 
THE = - 
\ 


q Ae A “Magnificent!” > 


- Pioneer Press 


, “Polished, 
pizzazz-y, 
Captivating!” - 


tribute ° 

Concerts’ 
Tony Bennett Pink Floyd Patsy Cline 
The Fabulous Armadillos Little Feat 


Allman Brothers The Carpenters 
Bonnie Raitt And more! 


Comedy Improv 
Variety Show 


See website Every Friday 


for complete 
concert listing. 


entertaining you! 


Chanhassen | £ saturday 
DINNER THEATRES Evening 


952.934.1525 ChanhassenDT.com 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 27 


LEATHER LIFE BY STEVE LENIUS 


members who are over 40. But, when one is 
young and kinky, there are times when it’s 
good to be able to hang out with others who are 
also young and kinky. Sometimes clubs form 
that just happen to have primarily younger peo- 
ple as members. But some groups have been 
formed specifically as comfortable spaces for 
younger kinky people. Many of these groups 
can be described as “TNG” (“The Next Genera- 
tion”) groups. 

TNG groups are kink groups for those be- 
tween the ages of 18 and 35. The first TNG 
groups were founded in 1999 on the east coast 
by members of Black Rose and The Eulenspie- 
gel Society (TES), which are pansexual BDSM 
groups in Washington, DC, and New York City, 
respectively. 

According to Philip Wolf (also known as 
Boymeat), one of the four founders of the 
original TNG groups in 1999, a TNG group “is 
meant to serve the young, who have unique ex- 
periences and unique challenges as compared 
to those who are older.” But Wolf also notes 
that TNG groups also can “establish a gateway 
into the larger scene. Experience has shown 
that many young people enter the scene look- 


ing to find their peers. TNG is that space—to 
get them comfortable, to establish a network 
of friends and acquaintances, and eventually to 
see them comfortable enough to explore the 
larger scene.” 

In Minnesota, one group that is specifically 
for 18- to 35-year-olds is MinKY, which stands 
for “Minnesota Kinky Youth.” MinKY is Min- 
nesota’s equivalent of a TNG group. Young 
members of Minnesota’s pansexual BDSM 
community created MinKY in 2003. MinKY is 
open to members aged 18 to 35—and the group 
has been around long enough that some of the 
MinKY’s original members have “aged out.” 
For MinKY, that happens when one turns 36. 
But then one can become a “friend of MinKY,” 
and there is no age limit on that. 

MinKY’s website describes the group and 
its members: “We are students. We are young 
professionals. We are building our families. We 
are still trying to find ourselves. We are here 
to teach and lead. We are Kinky! . .. We put on 
educational events, skill shares, play parties, 
munches, and other social outings. Above all, 
we want our members to have a safe place to 
have kinky, sexy, fun!” 


Unfortunately, it appears that MinKY’s in- 
person events have been put on hold due to the 
COVID pandemic. MinKY still maintains a web 
presence at minnesotakinkyyouth.org and also 
has a presence on Fetlife.com. 

Some longtime (usually meaning older) 
community members might express dismay at 
some of the changes being wrought by younger 
community members. But why should this com- 
munity be any different than any other commu- 
nity? There comes a time when elders must turn 
the reins over to youth, and youth may not do 
things the same way that their elders did. Things 
change, and change is good if it means reinvigo- 
ration rather than stasis—or worse, decay. 

Your humble columnist was under age 40 
once, which now seems like a very long time 
ago. I didn’t find this community until I was al- 
most 40, so I did not have much of a chance to 
be a young person in leather. But I am proud 
to say that one of the things on my leather vest 
is a MinKY club patch. Those under 40 are 
the future of our community. I’m glad they’re 
here to carry on the community and culture of 
leather, BDSM and fetish, however it evolves 
in the future. I 
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Bessie Smith: A Poet's 
Biography of a Blues Legend 
Jackie Kay 
Vintage 
$16.95 

Kay, a child of color adopted by 
white parents, raised in a Glasgow 
suburb, became poet, playwright, 
and novelist- poet laureate, the Ma- 
kar, from 2016 to 2021. Sharing her 
dad’s admiration for blues singer 
Bessie Smith, Kay listened to the 
records over and over, drowning in 
the lyrics and entranced by Bessie’s 
photos on the album covers; no one 
else in this town looked like her. 
But here was Bessie. Kay’s book is 
much like her heroine; sometimes 
abrupt and rough, often lyrical, oc- 
casionally other worldly when Kay 
riffs on what Bessie might have 
felt, done, down to the last scream 
of brakes and the crash that ended 
Smith’s life on 26 September, 1937. 
Many biographers have taken lon- 
ger to say less about their subject. 


A Good Provider Is One Who 
Leaves: One Family and 
Migration in the 21st Century 
Jason DeParle 
Penguin Random House 
$28 

A personable yet thorough look 
at migration through the eyes of 
three generations of one Filipino 
family. Also the author of Three 
Women, Ten Kids, and a Nation’s 
Drive to End Welfare, in 1987, a 
young DeParle rented floorspace 
in Tita Portagana Comodas’s shack 
on Manila Bay. What one antici- 
pates will be an interesting anthro- 
pological account, becomes instead 
a three-decade friendship with Tita, 
her children and their offspring. 
Maintaining a tight-knit family 
means one or more in each gen- 
eration must leave, working around 
the world on board ship or scrub- 
bing bathrooms to maintain those 
at home with their “remittances,” 
which despite an .8% drop last year 
totaled 29.9Bn. The number may be 
extraordinary, but pales in the face 
of the lives lived to generate it. 
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The Genetic Lottery: Why DNA 
Matters for Social Equality 
Kathryn Paige Harden 
Princeton University Press 
$29.95 

A tough subject to tackle, hedged 
as it’s been within earlier eugeni- 
cists “studies” and White Power 
histrionics. Harden makes clear 
that beyond Mendel’s §tall/short, 
wrinkly/smooth, green/yellow of 
his famous peas, , the influence of 
many genes are required to come 
together in every roll of the DNA 
dice to produce a unique individual. 
A girl is born with 2 million imma- 
ture eggs, 400 of which may mature; 
boys, over their lifetime, generate 
some 525 billion sperm. The meiotic 
remixing of two parents’ DNA could 
produce 70 trillion unique infants. 
Today, we may be closer to Men- 
del’s level of knowledge concerning 
DNA, but Harden has illuminated a 
path forward free of racial bias and 
“superior — inferior’ dichotomies 
to build on seeking applications for 
greater social equality. 


Wolfman 
Stanley Trollip 
White Sun Books 
$13.95 

Wolfman is Trollip’s first solo —he, 
with Michael Sears, are the Michael 
Stanley authors of seven Detec- 
tive Kubu mysteries. In 2019 they 
launched Crystal Nguyen in Shoot 
the Bastards; Wolfman is its prequel, 
its own thriller story revealing the 
reason we first met the Vietnamese- 
American Minnesotan imperiled in 
Africa. Crystal here is practicing for 
a skiing-rifle biathlon, working part- 
time in Duluth as a WDTH-TV news 
reporter. Her passionate broadcast 
against wolf poachers (“barbarians”) 
makes enemies, including a stalker. 
Crystal herself has committed a 
minor infraction and originated the 
“Wolfman” sobriquet. Now Crys is 
a target, and Officer Paul is acting... 
differently. What about that applica- 
tion she wrote to National Geograph- 
ic? Will they call? What if she’s in the 
stalker’s sights during the biathlon? 
So many choices. 
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A Pride Road Trip to La Crosse 


In order to find LGBTQ Pride, you have to 
search to celebrate it. 

In the months since the COVID-19 Pan- 
demic put all of us in lockdown, our community 
has been scrambling to restore a sense of “nor- 
mal.” That normal included Pride celebrations 
around the world—and right here at home. 

In July, Twin Cities Pride returned to Lor- 
ing Park in Minneapolis. We returned to the 
park, either in celebration or with trepidation. 
We thought we were in the clear within the win- 
dow of opportunity we had to do so safely and 
out in the open. 

Other Pride celebrations were rescheduled 
for September. The thought behind doing so 
was that the original COVID-19 virus would be 
well under control by that time. Little did we 
know of the curve ball that was being thrown. 

A new strain of the COVID-19 virus began 
to spread. The Delta variant hit mostly unvacci- 
nated patients, but everyone was not immune. 
Masks were reintroduced in various places 
across the country for indoor spaces. No one 
knew what would happen next, even as resis- 
tance to a new set of guidelines also began to 
grow. 

For us, LGBTQ Pride is an outdoor celebra- 
tion. We celebrate in parks and on the streets. 
If we go to the local bar, we would have to ad- 
here to any guidelines for indoor activities. Yet, 
there is nothing like a celebration of our com- 
munity with the sun shining upon us. 

With that premise, I decided to take a road 
trip to one of our “out-of-town” Pride celebra- 
tions. This time, I pointed a 2021 Toyota High- 
lander XSE (supplied by Toyota) to La Crosse, 
Wisconsin. 

La Crosse is a popular destination for us. 
Usually it’s a day trip, but we also could spend 
a getaway weekend there. Just about a 2.5-hour 
drive from the Twin Cities, the venue for La 
Crosse Pride is right on the Mississippi River. 
Riverside Park is a perfect central location for 
not only LGBTQ residents of the city, but the 
outlying region stretching across southeastern 
Minnesota into western Wisconsin and the 
northeastern tip of Iowa. 

Unless we have friends or family in town or 
nearby, finding La Crosse’s LGBTQ commu- 
nity may take some searching. 


30 I LAVENDER | OCTOBER 21-NOVEMBER 3, 2021 


It starts with the Center: 7 Rivers LGBTQ 
Connection in La Crosse. The community cen- 
ter serves as a hub for the region, connecting 
various services to its population. These pro- 
grams include serving LGBTQ youth, adults, 
trans, parents and allies, HIV/AIDS, and rain- 
bow families. They also have an Alcoholics 
Anonymous group, as well as activities-based 
programs. You will also find a group for LG- 
BTQ people with non-traditional and Earth- 
based beliefs. 

The Center itself may look like an old tavern 
on the outskirts of downtown La Crosse. What 


the 


cente 


TQ cons¢tion 


7 Rivers LGB 


you'll find is energy and a very warm welcome. 
Once inside, you'll find a room with computers 
to safely connect to the internet, a library, and 
a clothing closet for those in need. 

The Center had its own challenges through 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Alesha Schandel- 
meier, the Executive Director for the Center, 
explains that she’s “doing online trainings [with 
school personnel, public safety departments, 
and interested parties in La Crosse County], but 
they're just not quite the same rapport and just 
don’t have the same interaction with people as 
when you're standing there in front of them.” 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTQ-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436- 

4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 


MN ADOPT 


Finding families and providing information, 


education, and support to Minnesota 


Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 


2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 
St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 
www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 


Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


COLLEGES, SCHOOLS, 
UNIVERSITIES 


Metropolitan State University 

The Twin Cities only public, urban 
comprehensive university. Take your next 
step with us! 

700 E. 7th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 793-1300 

www.metrostate.edu 


EDUCATION 


Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 


Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 


and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 
Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 
(952) 885-5409 
www.nwhealth.edu 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.dliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 
We're a sliding fee clinic that also 


accepts insurance & assistance programs. 


Be healthy. Be you! 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 

Rainbow Health provides comprehensive 
health services for LGBTQ+ people, 
people living with HIV, and folks from 
underserved communities. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
www.reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Minneapolis Institute of Art 

Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 
world & every period of human history. 
2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-3000 

www.artsmia.org 
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The Museum of Russian Art 

Explore Russian art, music & culture 
through exhibitions & live events. The only 
one of its kind in the U.S. 

5500 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55419 

(612) 821-9045 

www.tmora.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation’s largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcomed. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

info@lyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Dance Theatre 
Presenting masterful and inspiring dance 
through performance and education 
since 1962. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 338-0627 

www.mndance.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
heater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America’s 
leading symphony orchestras. 

111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612) 371-5656, (800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


The Cowles Center for Dance & the 
Performing Arts 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

(612) 206-3600 
http://www.thecowlescenter.org 

The Cowles Center is a catalyst for the 
creation, performance, education and 
celebration of dance. 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


REAL ESTATE 

LGBTQ+ Real Estate Alliance 

The premier LGBTQ+ professional 
organization for real estate and housing 
professionals. “Advocate. Elevate. 
Celebrate." 

P.O. Box 18491 

St. Paul, MN 55118 
www.realestatealliance.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


SOGIAL SERVICES 

Children’s Home & LSS 

Proudly serving ALL children and families 
through foster care, adoption & post- 
adoption services. 

1605 Eustis St. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 646-7771 

welcome @chlss.org 

www.chlss.org 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive impact 
on our greater community. Volunteering for 
social & environmental causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


YOUTH 


Face to Face 

Supports youth ages 11 to 24 with health 
care, mental health services, and basic 
needs services for youth experiencing 
homelessness. 

1165 Arcade St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 772-5555 

admin@face2face.org 
www.face2face.org 


The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 
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AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


HOME SERVICES 


REAL ESTATE 


——*a2__ 
ROERING 


UO TAA 


Roering Auto Body - Woman Owned 
90 Dale St N., St Paul 55102 
651-221-0919 
www.roeringautobody.com 
We Take Care of you and your vehicle 


Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


| Estimates 7am-5pm All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls + 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


GUN SHOPS 


| _—_ YOUR TARGET? n 


Sight-in pecnede 


WE CAN FIX THAT! 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Your sexual concern 
doesn't need to be a problem. 


The stigma stops here. 


CENTRE FOR s 
SEXUAL WELLNE 


612-208-7704 


www.centreforsexualwellness.org 


fitness with compassion 


specializing in: 
weight loss cardio training 
women and senior fitness 
muscle mass and strength 


fitnesswithcompassion.com 
fitnesswithcompassion@gmail.com 


Picertified Kod 


Serving you for over 100 years! S=SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


631-488-4808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


After a Century of Service - 
We Know Our Business 


612-354-4764 
www.McQuillanBros.com 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal » Tree Trimming Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage » Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Panra 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


e 612.387.3985 


© CurtLarsonPS@gmail.com 
© CurtLarsonHomes.com 
© CalBRE #01974318 
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OUR RIDES BY RANDY STERN 


Schandelmeier points out that they had to 
move their entire programming to Zoom calls 
throughout the pandemic. In recent months, 
the Center opened up on Saturday for some 
programs, including the clothing closet. Now 
they’re open two days a week to fulfill the 
needs of the community the Center serves. 
Their main focus these days has been to edu- 
cate the community about the LGBTQ popula- 
tion within the region. That continues to be a 
challenge during this pandemic. 

One of those challenges came this summer 
in La Crosse itself. “Recently,” Schandelmeier 
explains, “we’ve had several issues with anti- 
[LGBTQ] vandalism. Unfortunately, a young 
trans boy was attacked in one of our parks, 
physically assaulted by an adult individual who 
is currently out on bail.” 

That attack at La Crosse’s Copeland Park 
this past July did not deter people from attend- 
ing this year’s Pride. Instead, they came to Riv- 
erside Park, located just south of downtown La 
Crosse along the Mississippi River. 

There were adjustments made to La Crosse 
Pride. An indoor event was cancelled for the 
sake of safety. However, the festival at River- 
side Park went on, as planned. 

Digging deeper into the La Crosse com- 
munity, I had a chance to chat with Will Van 
Roosenbeek, the Director of the University of 
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Wisconsin-La Crosse Pride Center. He runs 
an on-campus space located at their Student 
Union, which serves the students, faculty and 
staff of the university. 

As a long-time leader in the La Crosse LG- 
BTQ community, Van Roosenbeek gave me a 
bit of history about their Pride celebration. “The 
first Pride that we had was at the Oktoberfest 
grounds and we had three nights of events,” 
explains Van Roosenbeek. “The first night there 
was a church outside of Madison that came and 
spent the whole three days with us. Friday night 
we had, I think it was an art show, and they 
were outside handing out pamphlets and chant- 
ing, and all of that. They came to Pride the next 
day at the Oktoberfest grounds. And they only 
came the one year. After that, we just had much 
smaller groups. The [Pride] events have always 
been very well-attended by the LGBT commu- 
nity here, but also by our allies.” 

Today, the Pride Center at UW-L continues 
to serve its community in the face of campus 
closures during the worst of the pandemic. 
“Last year our center served over 6,000 peo- 
ple,” Van Roosenbeek says. “That’s coming to 
our events, and that includes coming in and 
seeing myself, or our grad student, or any of 
our peer educators.” 

Van Roosenbeek adds: “We also provide 
those services for faculty and staff, and I get 


a lot of calls from them about, ‘My kid is com- 
ing out’ or ‘My brother just came out. Can you 
help?’ And we're there to support those folks as 
well. I would say over the last 10 years, we've 
seen a very big increase of LGBT faculty and 
staff that have been hired, which is really excit- 
ing. So we have the faculty and staff there to 
show support to the students that they’re wel- 
come here. And they want to be out and be a 
part of the community too.” 

La Crosse may be more welcoming than 
you think. You can tap into the services that the 
Center and UW-L’s Pride Center have to offer. 
Even if you do not know anyone in town, you 
can find ways to make your journey down to La 
Crosse a fun one. 

There are a couple of ways to get to La 
Crosse from the Twin Cities. You could take 
U.S. Highway 61 along the Mississippi River 
through Red Wing and Winona for more scen- 
ery. Or, you can rush down 52 into Rochester 
and onto Interstate 90 for the rest of the way. 

As for the Highlander XSE, it did its job 
sending me to this lovely Wisconsin communi- 
ty of 52,000 to attend their Pride festival—and 
comfortably. 

If you have an inkling to visit La Crosse, 
check out what the Center and UW-L’s Pride 
Center have to offer. Come down to their Pride. 
Meet new people. You know the drill by now. I 
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2022 Subaru Outback 
Go Where Love Takes You 


The 2022 Subaru Outback. The 2022 Outback is built to take you anywhere. It features the confidence of standard 
Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive with up to 33 MPG and the advanced safety of both standard EyeSight® Driver Assist 
Technology and the available DriverFocus® Distraction Mitigation System. And it’s engineered to last, with 96% of 
Outback vehicles sold in the last 10 years still on the road today, more than Honda or Toyota brands.* 


*Based on Experian Automotive vehicles in operation vs. total new registrations for MY2011-2020 as of December 2020. 
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Visit us at our new location! 


500 American Boulevard West, Bloomington 
www.bloomingtonsubaru.com | 763-392-9959 


